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ARTIST STATEMENT

The work in this exhibition originates from the time leading up to the twenty-five
vear survey exhibition | had in 2007 at The Wollongong City Gallery. In the
process of sifting through work for that exhibition | came across a number of
earlier relief constructions and other works that had been generated Dy using
number systems or seguences. | remember being enthusiastic about these
works and feeling how refreshing they seemed especially given that | had not
seen some of them for more than twenty and even thirty years. After the
Wollongong exhibition | immediately began to rethink some of the ideas in these
works and began to look again at the use of numbers and the use of the
rational’ within the process of image making.

My use of, and interest in, numbers as a way of generating pictorial imagery goes
back to London 1975, when | first used number combinations and sequences in
various formats and applications. The relief constructions developed out of this
interest In numbers, with the first ones being made during my time in Rome in
1978-79, At the time this was not an unusual strategy as there were numerous
artists in England, Holland, Germany and the USA who were employing similar
strategies. The reason for using numbers for most of these artists as wel as for
myself was the need to find a way of creating works that were concrete and self-
defining as opposed to being dependent on intuition and direct overt references
to the external world.

From 1975 through to the early 19905, | explored different ways of employing
number combinations and sequences as a means to produce work which, not
only relied less upon intuition but also attempted to discover new and varied
compositional combinations that | would never have encountered Dy solely
working intuttively.

A particular aspect of numbers | find fascinating is that they are possioly the most

refined and sophisticated abstractions of the world and have helped define
aspects of the world that would otherwise be unknown to us.

Front Cover

(3,5,13) Subtractive x 10 2012 acnylic, card, plastic on conservation board

Right (working drawing)

On the one hand they are the ultimate tool of rationalisation and specificity without
emotion. On the other hand, | have found that when combined in particular ways
they can generate imagery imbued with an underlying poetry, order and
sometimes rhythm —all qualities existing in the real world.

| would hope that all of these aspects, poetry, order and even rhythm, exist within
the work In this exhibition and thereby ultimately connect it to the real world,

Much of my interest in abstraction over the years has been in the early Utopian’
movements such as De Stijl, Suprematism and Constructivism, and in particular
the artists who sought to explore the autonomy of the concrete work of art —
artists such as Theo Van Doesburg, George Vantongerloo and Max Bil. It was
Van Doesburg in the late 1920's and then Vantongertoo who were the first to
identify a need to move away from the sole reliance on intuition if a new, more
pure, art was to be produced. For these artists intuition carried with it the
baggage of the past and would never enable them to step out of the
Renaissance tradition of picture making.

For them, this move towards a maore rational process In picture making was not
seen as a restrictive and reductive measure but something that would free the
work from the constraints of 'mimesis’ thus opening it up for new visual avenues.
In essence | have always seen this am as both heroic and romantic and it is this
aspect of these early Utopian movements that has always appealed to me.

Andrew Christofides, 2012

12x 130 x 1cm $6,600

(2,3,13) Subtractive x 2 and (2,5,13) x 1 2008, acnylic penci and ink on paper .29 x 39 cm



\ \ . iy T M T j :
A \‘) ! L) 4 7 ,' A w0 v pid 0 ! » ” io
b 3 245 s 4
Kl % o Pliw sils M@ & 6] 4 ? ; *
‘ - .,, ' [‘ { ’ b : } g | ! '~ Vv Y v r el in oV &b o ' I " o IS 2 ""’l
| .r._| 7l |4 o (k] S\ P £3 |4y 85 if 1 @ v oy ! o
o ’ 1 -
:',' _',:" " ((v
) Al g [l - -
TR Y I R A I T 4 B % %5 & % B IR N B I # L A
(_,‘{9 ] l J!J 71 i ¥ f fr:a ‘r (72 4y % o 3o 3 » & o
Loes f’} " '_v[ ¥ af - [ 7’1 ,‘
- A o | Wl o fo}) fe M /Iar‘ MmNt e | ik A T Gy % ] e ) e A W MG P e
9¢ { m}' p’ | w! || //;‘I s ny | ) 41 x| ™, o ’” e |
—_ " ()’ . 9 \ ? B
S rrmm = -
,i,i g o AC (LAY el X % A ':T;T] oy ST P2 W RN PR TS M (5
y £r] 0y { pNEL oy &y 730] 35 [ 75 f i [ 139
pr o

/;}_{ w3 /58 ’
- - I L SIS RIS RN SRS g —_— \ % "

Al Ky & & Ll st £ [“ boferly

Wl Ky Ve ; O WETAY L g




(1,2,5) Subtractive x 48 2012 acrylic, card, plastic on conservation board 44 x 34 x Tcm $3,850
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L (3,6,8) Subtractive x 1 2008 acrylic card and plastic on card 11 x 13.5 x 1cm $880
R (2,3,13) Subtractive x 2 2012 acrylic card and plastic on card 12 x 14 x 1cm  $880
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L (2,5,8) Subtractive x 3 2008  acrylic card plastic on card 13 x 16 x Tcm  $880
R (3,5,13) Subtractive x 1 2008 acnylic card plastic on card 15 x 14 x Tcm  $880
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(1,3,8) Subtractive x 20 2012 acrylic card and plastic on conservation board 44 x 34 x 1cm $3,850






(5,8,21) Subtractive x 3 2010 acrylic card and plastic on conservation board 61 x 42.5 x Tcm $4,620
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(3,6,8) coincided finishes and starts, non subtractive 2011 acnylic card and plastic on conservation board 25.5 x 21 x 0.5 cm $1640

12



BUSCTUS SUFLE. [ “REis
RS R R
Il_LI lllllj l:L |||'j ||||
|||w|||'|lll+llll-||.)
l| l| ul I):_Lll II'I l} |l'|
R T R TR TR
I} lllllll m |'|I||| ljllll
al &, e lLI B
I} |'I| ll:‘L Ij |I‘Ll |I |ll} |:
l lll l} |'|l||| m lll'lll
IR T R R
I |'|| Ij |ll| ll:L IJ :_LlL' lll
[T TRORE ey



(5,8,13) Subtractive x 4 2010 acrylic card and plastic on conservation board 54 x 45 x 1.5cm $4,400
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(3,5,8) Non-coincided finishes and starts, subtractive x 24 2011 acrylic card plastic on conservation board 63.5 x 45 x 0.6cm $5,500
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(5,8,13) Subtractive x 3 2008 acrylic and ink on paper 48 x 34 cm $1,980
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(3,5,8) Subtractive, 5 Rotations acrylic card and plastic on conservation board 8 x 66 x 1Tcm $2,200
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(3,8,21) Non subtractive x 15 2010 acrylic card and plastic on conservation board 60 x 44 x 1cm $4620
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L (2,5,13) Subtractive x 1 2008 acrylic card plastic on card, 13 x12x Tcm $880
R (2,3,8) Subtractive x 4 2008 acnylic card plastic on card 13 x 12 x Tcm $880
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(1,2,3) Subtractive x 80 2011 acrylic card plastic on conservation board 44 x 33 x 1Tcm $3,850
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Solo Exhibitions

2012

2010
2009
2008
2007

2006

2004
2003
2002
2007
2000
1999

1998
1997

1996
1995

1994
1992
1989
1988
1986
1980
1979
1978

Relief Constructions and Works on Paper King Street Gallery on Wiliam,
Sydney

New Work King Street Gallery on Wiliam, Sydney
Constructions Charles Nodrum Gallery, Melbourne

New Work King Street Gallery on William,

Andrew Christofides A Survey 1982-2006 Wollongong City Gallery,
Wollongong

new work king street gallery on burton, sydney

New Work Robert Steele Gallery, New York

Qdyssey, king street gallery on burton

New Paintings Robert Steele Gallery

Works on Paper Charles Nodrum Gallery

new paintings & works on paper king street gallery on burton
New Paintings & Works on Paper Robert Stegle Gallery, New York
new work king street gallery on burton

Recent Work Robert Steele Gdllery, Adelaide

Charles Nodrum Gellery

king street gallery on burton

Anima Gdllery, Adelaide

The Cut Gallery, London

The Beatty Gdllery, Sydney

Charles Nodrum Gellery

Solander Gallery, Canberra

The Beatty Gallery

Charles Nodrum Gellery

The Painters Gallery, Sydney

The Painters Gallery

The Painters Gallery

House Gdllery, London

British Academy, Rome

Chelsea School of Art Gallery, London
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Selected Group Exhibitions

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006
2004

2003

2002

\Works on Paper Charles Nodrum Callery, Melbourme

Melooume Art Fair Charles Nodurm Gallery, Meloboumne

Sauare One Wollongong City Gallery, Wollongon

The Big Picture King Street Gallery on Willam, Sydney

Non Objective - Present Langford Callery Melboume

Christmas Show King Street Gallery on William, Sydney

Last Show of the Year King Strest Callery on Willam, Sydney
Everything and Nothing King Street Gallery on Willam, Sydney
Abstraction — Form + Content Cowwarr Art Spacem Cowwarr, Victoria
Quiet Stephen McClaughlan Callery, Melboume

Little Pictures Charles Nodrum Gallery, Meloourme

Compositions King Street Gallery on William, Sydney

Freestyle Books Artist Cooks from the Collection State Liorary
Rubik, 54 works by 54 artists Charles Nodrum Gallery

To Experience Abstraction Wollongong City Callery

Five x Five lvan Dougherty Gallery, COFA, University of NSW, Sydney
Abstraction 6 Charles Nodrum Gallery

Lioris Awards The Artists Book Prize, Mackay Regional Gallery, QLD
As We See It Robert Steele Gallery, New York

\Works on Paper Charles Nodrum Ceallery

The Affordable Art Fair Pier 92, Robert Steele Gallery

\Works on paper Delmar Callery, Sydney

The Affordable Art Fair Pier 92, Robert Steele Gallery

Small Wonders Delmar Gallery

FPlacemark COFA Gallery, Sydney

Redlands Westpack Invitational Exhitition, Mosman Regional Gallery,
Sydney

A Siver Lining & A New Beginning lvan Dougherty Gallery
Contemporary Australian Art Charles Nodrum Gallery

Gallery Artists Robert Stesle Callery

Salon 2002 Abstract Painting (curated by Stephen Wickham), Stephen
MclLaughlen Gallery

2007

2000-03

2000

1999

1998-99
1998

1997

Charles Nodrum at Studio 91B, Studio 91B Gdllery, Adelaide
Fleasureland New England Regional Art Museum, Armidale
Summer Group Exhibition Robert Steele Gallery

Creative Madness Volvo Géllery, Sydney

Works on paper. Andrew Christofides with Melissa Richards & Jim Thalassoudis,
Robert Steele Gallery

the last showv of the year king street gallery on burton

Less is More Charles Nodrum Callery

We are Australian touring to numerous public venues throughout  Australia
Meloourme Art Fair 2000 Melboume BExnioition Bullding, king strest gallery,
Melooume

Marking Time COFA Gallery

Gallery Artists Charles Nodrum Gallery

the last showv of the year kKing street gallery

Gallery Artists Robert Steele Gallery

On the Tiles Sir Hermann Black Gallery, University of Sydney

Works on Paper Charles Nodrum Gallery

Shifting Currents van Dougherty Gallery

Colage (curated by Jenny Zimmer), Smymios Gallery, Melbourme

Gallery Artists Charles Nodrum Gallery

galery artists king street gallery on burton

The Enduring Tradition: Drawings by Nine Contemporary Artists touring Qld
Optics (curated by Nick Vickers), Sir Herman Black Gallery, University

of Sydney

The Niland Collection Penrith Regional & Lewers Beguest Gallery, Penrith, NSW
afine line, king street gallery on burton

Gallery Artists Charles Nodrum Gallery

Sixth Australien Contemporary Art Fair Melbourne Exhibition Building, king street
galery

Five Abstract Artists Robert Steele Gallery

last showy of the year king street gallery on burton

The Cut Group Show The Cut Gallery, London

galery artists king street gallery on burton

Non-Objective Presence Australian Galleries, Sydney & Melboume
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Selected Group Exhibitions /continued

1996

1996-97

1996-98
Galleries NSW;

19956

1994-95

1994-96

1994

1993-94

1993

1992

Fifth Australian Contemporary Art Fair Melboume Exhibition Buiding
Gallery Artists Charles Nodrum Gallery

first night king street gallery on burton

Non-Objective Presence Australian Galleries, Sydney & Melboume
gallery artists king street gallery on burton

Hagging the Republic Sherman Galleries, Sydney (fouring Regional

TAS & Victoria)

The Experience of Abstraction touring to: Wollongong City Gallery; Orange
Regional Gallery; Newcastle Regional Art Gallery; lvan Dougherty Gallery,
Gallery Artists The Cut Gallery

London Contemporary Art Fair Corr Contemporary Art, London

Interlude ivan Dougherty Gallery

Past Shelf Life (curated by Roger Taylor), Meridian Gallery, Melboume
Iron Side Powerhouse Museum, Sydney

Circle Line & Square-Aspects of Geometry touring to: Campbeltown
Bicentennial City Art Gallery; Newcastle Regional Art Gallery; Aloury
Regional Art Gallery; New England Regional Art Museum

New Prints-Eight Contermporary Artists touring to: New England Regional
Art Museumn; Penrith Regional Art Gallery; Bathurst Regional Art Gallery;,
Goulbum Regional Art Gallery; Shepparton Regional Art Gallery; Moree
Plains Art Gallery; Grafton Regional Art Gallery; Toowoomba Regional Art
Gallery; lpswich Regional Art Gallery

Charles Nodrum Gallery

Fourth Australian Contemporary Art Fair Melbourmne Exhibition Buiding
The Beatty Gallery

Approaches to the Sublime: the esoteric in painting van Dougherty Gallery;
loswich Gallery, Brisbane

New Acquisitions New England Regional Art Museumn, Armidale, NSW
Virtu van Dougherty Gallery

Canberra Contemporary Art Fair Ben Grady Gallery, Canberra

Fidelity: 4 Abstract Artists New England Regional Art Museum

Manu et Mente van Dougherty Gallery

Charles Nodrum Gallery

Third Australian Contemporary Art Fair Melbourme Exhibition Building

1997

1990

1989
1988

1986
1985
Wales,
1984
1980

1979
1978

Charles Nodrum Gallery

Faber Castel Drawing Frize Holdsworth Galleries, Sydney

25 Years of Screen Prints Larry Rawlngs Studios, Melboume

New Faces Solander Callery, Canberra

Second Australian Contemporary Art Fair Melooume Exhibition Building
Packsaddle Fundraiser New England Regional Art Museum

Drawing Show 70 Arden Street Gallery, Melboumne

Gallery Artists Painters Gallery

Wyatt, Odgers & Christofides Painters Gallery

First Australian Contemporary Art Fair Melbourme Exhibition Bulding
Colectors Starter Kit D.C. Art, Sydney

Pure Abstraction Painters Gallery

The Subject of Painting (curated by Paul McGilick), Art Gallery of New South
Painters & Sculptors Painters Gallery

Rome Scholars 1970-80 South London Art Gallery, London

Young British Constructivists House Gallery, London

Canterbury College of Art Canterbury, London

Rome Scholars British Academy, Rome

Lubium Biennial Mantua, Italy

30



(3,5,8) Subtractive, Rotations 3 times 2010 acrylic plastic card on board 33 x 27 x 1.6cm $2,200
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