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AXsWraliaâs oldesW arWisW remains aW Whe canYas,
reaching a cenWXr\

By JRhQ McDRQaOd

April 8, 2021 à 5.00am

AXVWraliaäV oldeVW Zorking arWiVW, GX\ Warren, iV geWWing Wired of being aVked: æWhaWäV Whe VecreW
of a long life?ç HiV anVZer iV Yer\ Vimple: æYoX jXVW haYe Wo keep liYing.ç

When Warren geWV doZn Wo deWail he Va\V iWäV a maWWer of ægood geneV, good lXck and a ZhiVke\
eYer\ nighWç. Be\ond WhaW he doeVnäW knoZ ZhaW on earWh he did Wo Ħnd himVelf WXrning 100. AV
Ze go deeper inWo Whe VXbjecW iWäV agreed Whe WZo golden rXleV mighW be: æDonäW ViW aroXnd in
pXbVç and æLook for Whe good in eYer\Whingç.

The cenWenar\ iV being celebraWed ZiWh a VXcceVVion of eYenWV: King SWreeW Galler\ on William
haV jXVW VhoZn WarrenäV neZ Zork; Whe NaWional ArW School haV an oYerYieZ of hiV draZingV
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Guy Warren in his studio in March. LOUIE DOUVIS
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(XnWil Ma\ 22); Galler\ Lane CoYe Zill hoVW a VXrYe\ from April 29 Wo Ma\ 29; ZiWh fXrWher VhoZV
planned aW Whe UniYerViW\ of Wollongong and Whe NicholaV ThompVon Galler\ in MelboXrne.
The ArW Galler\ of NSW haV generoXVl\ agreed Wo hang a Vingle picWXre.

If life Zere a crickeW maWch Warren ZoXld admiW heäV VXrYiYed a feZ chanceV. HeäV ZeaWhered Whe
GreaW DepreVVion, Whe Second World War, and nine \earV aV Head of PainWing aW S\dne\ College
of Whe ArWV. HeäV come WhroXgh a qXadrXple b\paVV and proVWaWe cancer. HeäV Veen off eYer\one
elVe in hiV generaWion, reached hiV cenWXr\ in XWWerl\ nerYeleVV faVhion and remainV noW oXW.

IWäV noW eYer\ da\ one inWerYieZV a cenWenarian, a WaVk WhaW generaWeV cerWain e[pecWaWionV. AV I
arriYe aW Whe arWiVWäV home on Whe loZer norWh Vhore Iäm aVVXming Warren Zill Wire eaVil\ Vo Ze
probabl\ VhoXldnäW Walk for more Whan an hoXr. AV iW WXrnV oXW Whe conYerVaWion laVWV for almoVW
foXr hoXrV and iWäV me WhaW pXllV Whe plXg. IäYe knoZn GX\ Warren Vince Whe earl\ 1980V and hiV
affabiliW\ haV neYer ZaYered, bXW aW 100 hiV energ\ and VharpneVV of mind are aVWoniVhing.

In The PorWraiW of Dorian Gra\, OVcar Wilde ZroWe: æWhe Wraged\ of old age iV noW WhaW one iV old,
bXW WhaW one iV \oXngç. ThiV iV preciVel\ Whe caVe ZiWh Warren, Zho VWill haV a WZinkle in hiV e\e
bXW feelV frXVWraWed b\ Whe ph\Vical inĦrmiWieV WhaW accompan\ an e[Wended VWa\ on WhiV planeW.

HiV biggeVW problem iV hiV kneeV, Zhich haYe Zorn oXW from Vimple oYer-XVe. He needV a neZ
VeW, bXW aW hiV age WhiV iV noW aboXW Wo happen. InVWead he VXpporWV himVelf ZiWh a YarieW\ of
Zalking VWickV. When Where iV VomeWhing Wo feWch from Whe kiWchen hiV Von, PaXl, haV Wo Wr\ and
preYenW hiV old man from leaping inWo acWion.

Looking back on hiV life Warren declareV iWäV been æa fXn joXrne\ç, alWhoXgh he feelV aV if heäV
neYer reall\ been in charge of hiV deVWin\. æThere are WimeV Zhen I enY\ WhoVe people Zho haYe
an aZareneVV of Wheir poViWion in life and plan Wheir eYer\ moYe,ç he Va\V.

Guy Warren in his studio in London in the late 1950s. MICHAEL WILLIAMS/NICK KOCHER
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æI coXldnäW do WhaW. I neYer haYe. NoZ Where are WeenagerV making a forWXne from Vocial media.
Wh\ didnäW an\one Well me aboXW Vocial media? The onl\ problem iV WhaW ZheneYer I ViW doZn aW
Whe compXWer I preVV Whe Zrong bXWWon. IäYe been pXVhing Whe Zrong blood\ bXWWon m\ enWire
life!ç

GX\ Warren ZaV born on April 16, 1921, in GoXlbXrn, Zhich he rememberV aV æcold aV bXgger\
in ZinWer, hoW aV hell in VXmmerç. He had an iWineranW life aV a child. HiV faWher ZaV a piano man
aW Whe moYieV Zho VhifWed Whe famil\ from place Wo place eYer\ coXple of \earV aV hiV conWracWV
e[pired. EYenWXall\, ZiWh Whe inWrodXcWion of Whe WalkieV and Whe onVeW of Whe DepreVVion, Whe
Zork dried Xp. æIW Veemed like eYer\ VWreeW corner had an oXW-of-Zork mXVo bXVking Wo earn a
piWWance.ç

Warren had no oWher opWion bXW Wo leaYe Vchool in 1935, aged 14. He goW a job aV an aVViVWanW
proofreader on The BXlleWin, and ZaWched enYioXVl\ aV Whe arWiVWV arriYed on ThXrVda\, bringing
Wheir conWribXWionV Wo arW ediWor John FriWh. He recallV: æThe door ZoXld VhXW, Whereäd be roarV of
laXghWer inVide, and Zhen an arWiVW emerged heäd haYe a biW of paper in hiV hand. AW Whe fronW
deVk heäd VZap Whe paper for a cheqXe, go doZn Wo George SWreeW, and VWraighW Wo Whe corner
pXb. I WhoXghW: ãThaWäV noW a bad Za\ Wo earn a liYing!äç

Warren had alZa\V enjo\ed draZing Vo he began bombarding Whe arW ediWor ZiWh hiV oZn
creaWionV. EYenWXall\ FriWh became fed Xp, grabbed Whe Weenager b\ Whe arm and marched him
doZn Wo a bXilding WZo VWreeWV aZa\ Zhere he inWrodXced him Wo an æold blokeç named J.S.
WaWkinV, Zho ZaV giYen Whe inVWrXcWion: æTeach WhiV kid hoZ Wo draZ!ç

WaWkinV ZaV a Zell-reVpecWed painWer: a WrXVWee of Whe NaWional ArW Galler\ of NSW Zho had
VpenW Wime in PariV, and ran a priYaWe arW Vchool. WaWkinV had an aYerVion Wo Whe Wime-honoXred
pracWice of draZing from Whe plaVWer caVW, geWWing VWXdenWV Wo VWarW Zorking immediaWel\ from

Guy Warren, Dry land with blue ģgure, 2020 KING STREET GALLERY ON WILLIAM
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Whe life model. Warren aWWended Whe Vchool for
one nighW a Zeek, When for WZo nighWV, When
added SaWXrda\ afWernoon Wo hiV VchedXle. B\
Whe Wime Whe Zar arriYed he had a VoXnd graVp
of draZing.

WarrenäV oWher Veminal e[perience of WhoVe
\earV ZaV a joXrne\ b\ canoe doZn Whe
ShoalhaYen, ZiWh hiV broWher, ArWhXr, in Whe
ĦrVW da\V of 1939. IW ZoXld end in NoZra aV a
hXge bXVhĦre adYanced on Whe WoZn. ThaW Wrip
helped conVolidaWe WarrenäV paVVion for Whe
ZilderneVV. He haV reYiViWed Whe VWor\ in
nXmeroXV ZorkV of arW.

Up XnWil Whe Wime he YolXnWeered for Whe AIF
Warren Va\V he neYer YiVXaliVed himVelf aV a
profeVVional arWiVW. æI WhoXghW I mighW be a
commercial arWiVW or a joXrnaliVW, poVVibl\ a
mXVician. Iäd neYer eYen been Wo Whe VWaWe
galler\.ç

Guy Warren, Self-portrait aged 18, 1939 NATIONAL

ART SCHOOL
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IW ZaV dXring Whe Zar \earV WhaW Warren diVcoYered hiV YocaWion. æMoVW people in Whe arm\ are
bored oXW of Wheir mindV,ç he rememberV. æYoX VpenW \oXr Wime ViWWing roXnd, or doing jobV like
packing Xp or cleaning laWrineV.ç

Being a compXlViYe drafWVman, freVhl\ eqXipped ZiWh a good VeW of VkillV, Warren VpenW hiV Zar
\earV Ħlling VkeWchbookV ZiWh draZingV. Unlike man\ of hiV colleagXeV he loYed Whe oXWdoor life,
aW ĦrVW Zhen he XnderWook jXngle Zarfare Wraining in Whe rainforeVWV of CanXngra on Whe Qld-
NSW border, and laWer in BoXgainYille.

In NeZ GXinea he dreZ Whe landVcape, VoldierV aW Zork and pla\, JapaneVe priVonerV of Zar, and
Whe local people ZiWh Wheir ama]ing headdreVVeV and bod\ decoraWionV.

He alVo meW Jo\ce Carne\, an EngliVh girl Zorking aV an ofĦceräV aVViVWanW. The\ ZoXld be
married in 1950 and haYe WZo children, PaXl and Joanna.

æJo\ç aV Vhe ZaV knoZn, ZoXld become an imporWanW ĦgXre in Whe Zorld of ceramicV, and a
paWienW, long-VXffering VpoXVe Wo a man Zho coXld neYer Vee VXcceVV in life aV haYing an\Whing
Wo do ZiWh mone\ or job VecXriW\.

AfWer oXr conYerVaWion GX\ managed Wo Ħnd Whe righW bXWWon and Vend me an email
emphaViVing hoZ imporWanW Jo\, Zho died in 2011, had been Wo him.

AW Whe end of Whe Zar Warren Wook adYanWage of Whe CommonZealWh ReconVWrXcWion Training
Scheme Wo enroll aW EaVW S\dne\ Tech (aka The NaWional ArW School). Among hiV felloZ VWXdenWV
WZo became friendV and menWorV: Ton\ TXckVon and KlaXV Friedeberger. TXckVon, Zho ZaV
EngliVh, and Friedeberger, a German refXgee from Whe Na]iV Zho had WraYelled Wo AXVWralia on
Whe DXnera, alread\ had a ZealWh of e[perience. The\ had YiViWed greaW arW mXVeXmV and Veen
ZorkV WhaW Warren kneZ onl\ from bookV. The\ had an impreVViYe Zork eWhic and an inWereVW in

Guy Warren, Coffee Line, American airforce unit, Nad]ab, New Guineab 1944 NATIONAL ART SCHOOL
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ModerniVm. æWhaW had I Veen?ç aVked
Warren, æThe QXeen of Sheba aW Whe ArW
Galler\ of NSW!ç

Warren poinWV oXW WhaW Ze Wend Wo forgeW hoZ
cXlWXrall\ iVolaWed AXVWralia ZaV in Whe laWe
1940V. æAW Whe Vchool Where ZaV no diVcXVVion
aboXW ideaV, no informaWion aboXW ZhaW ZaV
happening in NeZ York or Berlin. An\ Walk aW
all on WheVe maWWerV came from Whe VWXdenWV.ç

ShorWl\ afWer gradXaWion Warren married Jo\
and Whe coXple lefW for England, Zhere
maVWerpieceV Zere Wo be e[perienced aW ĦrVW-
hand. ArriYing in NapleV Whe\ lefW Whe Vhip and
hiWch-hiked acroVV IWal\, being aVWoXnded b\
Whe ZealWh of arW Wo be foXnd in Whe chXrcheV
of Whe VmalleVW WoZnV.

SeWWling in London, GX\ goW a job deliYering mail for Whe poVW ofĦce, and Zorked for a Wime for
Whe framer RoberW SaYage, alongVide a \oXng AXVWralian named Fred WilliamV. He learnW man\
\earV laWer WhaW anoWher emplo\ee had been YYeV Klein, Zho ZoXld become a legendar\ ĦgXre of
Whe EXropean aYanW-garde, bXW Warren haV no recollecWion of him.

Hardl\ daring Wo imagine himVelf pXrVXing a career in arW, Warren ZaV impreVVed b\ WilliamVä
dedicaWion. æUnlike me, Fred alread\ VaZ himVelf aV a profeVVional painWer. He alVo gaYe me

Guy and Joy Warren out on the town, c 1947-48
NATIONAL ART SCHOOL

Guy Warren, River trip with Joy (Malaysia) b1985 (detail) NATIONAL ART SCHOOL
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Vome good adYice, Welling me noW Wo VWa\ aZa\ from AXVWralia for Woo long. AV iW happened he
ZenW back and I VWa\ed on for a fXrWher eighW \earV. When I reWXrned Wo AXVWralia in 1959 Fred
ZaV alread\ Zell knoZn [aV a painWer].ç

WiWh a neZ famil\ Wo VXpporW Warren ZaV noW able Wo indXlge an\ fancifXl WhoXghWV aboXW being
an arWiVW. He VecXred a good job aV arW ediWor of a ZomenäV maga]ine, conĦning hiV painWing Wo
eYeningV and ZeekendV.

One da\ he decided heäd had enoXgh and reVigned. ThiV ZoXld become a lifelong paWWern:
Waking a fXll-Wime job Wo earn a liYing for foXr or ĦYe \earV, When qXiWWing in order Wo painW for
WZo or Whree \earV. Warren VWill ZonderV Zh\ Jo\ neYer made Whe VlighWeVW objecWion.

IW ZaV dXring Whe Ħnal 18 monWhV of Whe WarrenVä life in London, Zhile GX\ ZaV painWing fXll-
Wime, WhaW he ZaWched a docXmenWar\ aboXW NeZ GXinea on Whe BBC. The VhoWV of WribeVmen
echoed Whe imageV he ZaV Wr\ing Wo recollecW in a VerieV of painWingV baVed on hiV e[perienceV of
WhaW coXnWr\. He ZroWe a leWWer Wo Whe BBC aVking if he coXld pXrchaVe Vome VWill phoWoV from
Whe Ħlm and eYenWXall\ goW a call from an e[ecXWiYe named DaYid AWWenboroXgh, Zho inYiWed
him aroXnd for a drink.

Man\ \earV laWer, ZiWh AWWenboroXgh WranVmXWed inWo Whe ZorldäV moVW beloYed broadcaVWer and
naWXraliVW, Warren iV foreYer haYing Wo Well Whe VWor\ of hiV meeWing ZiWh Whe greaW man. The\
ZoXld become friendV, e[change leWWerV and noWeV, and caWch Xp \earV laWer Zhen AWWenboroXgh
YiViWed AXVWralia. WaWching AndreZ DenWon inWerYieZing AWWenboroXgh on TV one nighW,
Warren ZaV pleaVed Wo Vp\ one of hiV old painWingV hanging on hiV friendäV Zall.

Upon reWXrning Wo AXVWralia, Warren once again Wook Whe VenVible opWion of VecXring Zork ZiWh
an adYerWiVing agenc\ Zhile painWing on eYeningV and aW ZeekendV. He VWXck ZiWh iW for ĦYe

Guy Warren, Study of tribal person from notes made from photographs lent to me by David Attenborough,
1954-56 NATIONAL ART SCHOOL
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\earV XnWil he began Wo imagine himVelf aW Whe boWWom of a deep, dark Wrench. He reVigned and
ZaV reVcXed from poYerW\ b\ Llo\d ReeV, Zho aVked him Wo help Weach draZing Wo archiWecWXre
VWXdenWV aW Whe UniYerViW\ of S\dne\.

In 1965 he made a memorable Wrip Wo QXeenVland Wo YiViW Whe arWiVW Ian FairZeaWher, Zho ZaV
liYing aV a hermiW on Bribie IVland. Warren had heard WhaW FairZeaWher ZaV a miVanWhrope bXW
Whe\ bonded Vo Zell oYer a boWWle of Zine WhaW he ZaV horriĦed Wo VXddenl\ realiVe he had lefW
Jo\ and Whe kidV ViWWing on a beach for ĦYe hoXrV.

In 1967 Warren Zon Whe FloWWa LaXro ArW ScholarVhip, Zhich enabled him Wo Wake Whe famil\
back Wo London for Vi[ monWhV. B\ WhiV VWage he had become inWereVWed in arW edXcaWion, and
VecXred a granW from Whe BriWiVh CoXncil WhaW alloZed him Wo YiViW arW VchoolV acroVV BriWain. He
VXpplemenWed WhiV ZiWh a brief Wrip Wo Whe UniWed SWaWeV, Zhere he YiViWed VeYeral more VchoolV.

Warren arriYed back in AXVWralia aV an aXWhoriW\ on arW edXcaWion, and Xpon learning WhaW Whe
NSW goYernmenW inWended Wo open a neZ arW Vchool, offered hiV VerYiceV. He foXnd himVelf on a
commiWWee, ZaWching all of hiV ideaV and VXggeVWionV being V\VWemaWicall\ ignored.

AlWhoXgh he ZoXld become Head of PainWing aW Whe neZ S\dne\ College of Whe ArWV in 1976 and
VWa\ XnWil 1985, he VWill feelV a lingering VenVe of frXVWraWion aW noW being able Wo achieYe ZhaW
he had inWended.

From Whe 1960V Wo Whe 1980V Warren e[perimenWed ZiWh differenW ideaV and WechniqXeV. He
draped modelV in canYaV and painWed oYer Whem, he dreZ VponWaneoXVl\ Zhile bXmping aroXnd
in Whe paVVenger VeaW of a car. æIäYe neYer ZanWed Wo be one of WhoVe people Zho painW Whe Vame
boring picWXre for Whe reVW of Wheir liYeV,ç he Va\V. æYoX can be conVcioXV of Whe bank balance, or
\oXr freedom and \oXr VoXl. IäYe alZa\V aVVerWed Whe righW Wo do ZhaWeYer I blood\ Zell ZanW Wo
do.ç

Guy Warren, Mungo Brush, 1966 NATIONAL ART SCHOOL
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′ YRX caQ be cRQVciRXV Rf Whe baQk balaQce, RU \RXU fUeedRP aQd

\RXU VRXl. IËYe aVVeUWed Whe UighW WR dR ZhaWeYeU I blRRd\ Zell

ZaQW WR dR.′

HiV moVW adYenWXroXV gambiW ZoXld come in 1994 Zhen he hired a Vmall plane Wo make a
draZing in Whe Vk\ called The Fall of IcarXV. In 1985 he enjo\ed a brief WaVWe of fame Zhen he
Zon Whe Archibald Pri]e ZiWh a porWraiW of hiV friend, Whe VcXlpWor BerW FlXgelman.

Warren had pla\ed on Whe WanVlaWion of FlXgelmanäV name, Zhich meanV æWingmanç, adding
Whe oXWline of a Zinged form WhaW he had XVed repeaWedl\ in hiV painWingV. ThiV ĦgXre ma\ be a
VecreW Velf-porWraiW, ZiWh Warren porWra\ing himVelf, ZiWh W\pical Velf-deprecaWing hXmoXr, aV
IcarXV, Zho ħeZ Woo cloVe Wo Whe VXn and came plXmmeWing back Wo earWh.

No maWWer hoZ abVWracW hiV painWingV haYe occaVionall\ become Warren haV alZa\V YalXed WhaW
connecWion ZiWh Whe earWh. æAV a painWer,ç he Va\V, æI probabl\ knoZ leVV noZ Whan IäYe eYer
knoZn in m\ life, bXW I ZanW Wo keep m\ feeW in Whe real Zorld. Or if noW m\ feeW When aW leaVW a
Ħnger Wip.ç

Toda\ WhaW Zorld iV largel\ Whe Zorld of hiV memorieV, Ħlled ZiWh ĦgXreV from hiV da\V in NeZ
GXinea or Whe ShoalhaYen.

He ZanWV WheVe ĦgXreV Wo be inWegral parWV of Whe landVcape, noW VXperimpoViWionV. HeäV VWill
dreaming and e[perimenWing, ZiWh neYer a WhoXghW of reWiremenW.

Guy Warren, The Fall of Icarus, 1994 NATIONAL ART SCHOOL
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æWhaW elVe ZoXld I do for GodäV Vake? I Zork
eYer\ da\, roXghl\ from 9 Wo 5. I geW criWical
ZiWh m\Velf becaXVe I ViW in fronW of a
WeleYiVion half Whe nighW looking aW Vome
VWXpid program. When I ZaV Zorking aW a job I
XVed Wo come home and painW eYer\ eYening,
and noZ I feel a biW gXilW\, aV if I VhoXld VWill
be aW iW.ç

Guy Warren with his 1985 Archibald Pri]e-winning
painting of his friend, the sculptor Bert Flugelman.

FAIRFAX MEDIA
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æI VXppoVe IäYe neYer had an\ illXVionV aboXW m\ Zork or m\ poViWion in Whe XniYerVe, or eYen in
Whe Vmall Zorld of Whe S\dne\ arW Vcene. I donäW Whink iW maWWerV aW all. IäYe neYer WhoXghW of
m\Velf aV AXVWraliaäV greaWeVW painWer or aV Vomeone deVWined Wo make a forWXne oXW of arW. IäYe
neYer Zorried aboXW Whe mone\ becaXVe IäYe alZa\V managed Wo geW a job Zhen I needed one. I
donäW knoZ if WhiV ZaV a maWWer of Velf-conĦdence or abiliW\, I Whink I ZaV jXVW lXck\. To be an
arWiVW iV VXch a priYilege I canäW belieYe IäYe been Vo lXck\.

æI VWill feel like I did Zhen I ZaV 55 or eYen 35 á WhereäV no difference. People Walk aboXW
embracing Whe digniW\ of old age. F--k Whe digniW\ of old age! I donäW ZanW Wo knoZ an\Whing
aboXW iW. If an\one WhinkV \oX VhoXld go inWo an old peopleäV home Zhile \oXäre capable of
doing ZhaW \oXäYe alZa\V been doing, \oX VhoXld Well Whem Wo go geW nicked. ReWiremenW iV an
abVXrdiW\! IäYe neYer XnderVWood Whe idea. People Vee iW aV Whe poinW Zhere Whe\ can VWop
Zorking and do ZhaW Whe\äYe alZa\V ZanWed Wo do á bXW When Whe\ Ħnd iWäV far Woo laWe! GiYe me
anoWher 10 \earV and I mighW VWarW Whinking aboXW reWiremenW.ç

FUom Whe MoXnWain Wo Whe Sk\: GX\ WaUUen DUaZingV iV aW Whe NaWional AUW School fUom
ApUil 17 Wo Ma\ 22; GX\ WaUUen: Whe 100Wh YeaU cloVeV on SaWXUda\ aW Whe King SWUeeW
GalleU\ on William.

JRhQ McDRQaOd
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Guy Warren in February.  RISTE ANDRIEVSKI


