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Jumaadi  Youőre invited to a
snakeső wedding
LooS

11 NRYePbeU 2019

JWOaadK,ßSPaMe’UßWeddKPg,ß2019,ßacT[NKcßQPßbWffaNQßhKde,ß40cOßZß70ßcO,
RhQVQ:ß�ßCaUUaPdTaßLehOaP

The Sydney-based Indonesian artist
Jumaadi uses the snake as a symbol of a
dualistic universe. His intricate painting
on buffalo hide imagines a cloud-like
form created from two snakes
entwining.
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Jumaadi is originally from Surabaya in East Java. He is grounded in
both Western art and the culture, ideology and traditional crafts of
Indonesia, including wood carving, shadow puppetry, furniture
making and decorative painting. The culture of Bali is particularly
important to him: he has lived in the village of Kamasan, East Bali
where he absorbed their painting traditions. In Yogyakarta he was
influenced by the Wayang Kulit shadow puppet theatre and he
learnt how to work with buffalo hide.

The SQaNeV WeddLQg is inspired by a story of creation, where gods
seek to populate earth by blowing seedlings from their hands.
These grew up to be quite beautiful and were adopted by an old
couple who brought them back to heaven. Unfortunately, this made
the god angry and he killed the male, who dropped to earth,
becoming a snake. The woman met a similar fate and became a
mouse. The image of the wedding is an idealised version of their
reunion. The entwining of the snakes takes on the cloud pattern
found in batiks of Cirebon known as PegaPeQdXQg. These evoke a
sense of ceaseless duality.

According to curator Cassandra Lehman:

FRU JXPaadL, dXaOLWLeV aQd cRQWUadLcWLRQV SeUVLVW LQ PRVW Rf
ZhaW he VXUYe\V. DXaOLW\ aQd UeSeWLWLRQ aUe WR be fRXQd LQ Whe
ZRUNV Rf WhLV e[hLbLWLRQ, WhURXgh cRQWUadLcWLRQV Rf VcaOe aQd
SXUSRVe; a VPaOO hRXVe LQVLde a VPaOO URRP, LQVLde/RXWVLde,
aZaNe/aVOeeS aQd Whe UeSeaWed XVe Rf Whe bOacN aQd ZhLWe checN
SaWWeUQV.

JWOaadKßKPßIPdQPeUKa,ß2019,ßRhQVQ:ß�ßCaUUaPdTaßLehOaP

Jumaadi: House of Shadow LV aW aUWLVaQ, 45 KLQg SWUeeW, BRZeQ HLOOV,
BULVbaQe, 16 NRYePbeU 2019 Ŏ FebUXaU\ 2020. JXPaadL ZLOO aOVR be
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E d J i M

, \ J
e[hLbLWLQg ZRUN aW MRVPaQ GaOOeU\ fURP 7 DecePbeU 2019 aQd SeUfRUPLQg
M\ ORYe LV aQ LVOaQd faU aZa\ fRU Whe S\dQe\ FeVWLYaO RQ 21 JaQXaU\ 2020.

Weőre grateful to our subscribers for supporting this platform.
If you havenőt already, please consider subscribing to join the circle

and share the inspiration.

ReNaVedßUVQTKeU
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