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Artist Amanda Penrose Hart finds peace where so many Anzacs died

Gallipoli Art Prize winner Amanda Penrose Hart with her
winning painting The Sphinx, Perpetual Peace. Picture:
John Fotiadis
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The first time Amanda Penrose Hart visited Gallipoli, she stood on the beach and looked with awe at the imposing
outcrop known as the Sphinx. It was 2013, and she was there with a group of artists from Australia, each trying to
capture a sense of the majesty all around.
Until that moment, the Anzac legend had been something of a remote concept. “We all celebrate Anzac Day,” she
said, “we all get a public holiday, and we learn about Anzac Day when you’re a kid, but I didn’t know anything
about Anzac Day and what they went through until I went there. It was amazing.”
Penrose Hart spent two weeks in Gallipoli making several studies in the open air before returning nine months later
to work some more. Back in her studio in Sofala, near Bathurst in western NSW, she worked on a painting based on
what she had seen.
That work, The Sphinx, Perpetual Peace, was yesterday named the winner of this year’s $20,000 Gallipoli Art Prize.
It’s a large painting, 153cm by 214cm, and took about a year to do.
“It just powers over you, it’s amazing,” she said of the Sphinx, a spiky ridge to the north of Anzac Cove where so
many Australians lost their lives. “It’s so enormously tall and steep. So I did a big painting of it to try to capture the
feel of the place.”
Penrose Hart was not in Sydney yesterday to receive the award. She left this month on another creative pilgrimage
through war, this time to the Western Front. She is making her way through France with other established local
artists including Wendy Sharpe, Euan Macleod and Luke Sciberras.
Like her two previous Gallipoli trips, this excursion has as much to do with artistic pilgrimage as a desire to
experience such hallowed landscapes firsthand. Penrose Hart is consciously walking in the footsteps of Arthur
Streeton and George Lambert, both of whom worked in these regions during World War I, as well as Sidney Nolan
in later years.
Her travel plans meant Gallipoli prize organisers decided to inform her of her win before she left, before yesterday’s
announcement. “The timing couldn’t be better. It’s wonderful, I’m very happy that my name will be on the list with
all the people who have won in the past,” she said.
Despite the title, and this year’s winning selection, artists entering the Gallipoli prize do not necessarily need to
focus on the Gallipoli conflict or even warfare. The prize is open to painters from Australia, New Zealand and
Turkey, reflecting on themes of loyalty, respect, love of country, courage and comradeship.
All 39 finalists’ entries will be displayed at Gallipoli Memorial Club, Sydney, from April 20 to 28.
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‘Sneaky’ leaks ‘a distraction’ J
R AC H EL BAXEN D AL E

Tony Abbott says leaks of an internal poll distract from the government’s message on citizenship.

Tassie may be nation’s battery J
SAR AH M ARTIN

Malcolm Turnbull announces plan to conduct feasibility study for Hydro Tasmania to increase energy capacity.

New chief for revamped ICAC J
BR AD N OR IN GTON

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian has announced the appointment of former Supreme Court judge Peter Hall.

Palmer dealt crushing Citic blow J
PAU L GARVEY

Clive Palmer has been denied a crucial cash injection totalling tens of millions of dollars after a Supreme court ruling.

‘Massive flaw’ in CPI figures J
D AN IEL PAL M ER

The true challenges facing young Australians trying to buy their first home are masked by flawed inflation data, says
CBA.

A military blunder, or bluff? J
M IC H AEL EVAN S

The mystery of the vanishing US warships may have been a plot to deceive N Korea into believing attack was imminent.

Controversial nursing home closes J
M IC H AEL OWEN

A controversial nursing home in South Australia is closing after an independent review revealed alleged mistreatment
and medication errors.

Quentin ‘rattled can’ for pilot J
C AR OL IN E OVER IN GTON

It’s easy to forget how hard it was for women in the workplace in the 1970s. Dame Quentin Bryce remembers.
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