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First impressions

"= Jacqui Taffel

irector Catherine

Hunter has made

many acclaimed

films about cre-
ative Australians, including
Jeffrey Smart, Sidney Nolan
and Margaret Olley.

Her latest documentary
brings a little-known Aus-
tralian painter to light, who
grew up in Darlinghurst,
ended his days in Watsons
Bay, and was one of the most
influential  impressionist
painters in 19th century
France. He was friends with
van Gogh and Rodin, paint-
ed with Monet and influ-
enced Matisse, but few have
heard of John Russell.

John Russell — Austra-
lia’s French Impressionist
introduces an extraord-
inary, groundbreaking art-
ist and iconoclast who cared
nothing for the rules of the
society he was born into.

The film starts with the
dramatic scenery, waves

Artist Lue Scibe on Belle lle in France in the documentary.

crashing on the rocky shores
of Belle Ile, the remote island
off France where Russell
lived and painted for 20
years. Hunter says the land-
scape has barely changed in
the past 100 years. “It is al-
ways great when you can
match up the locations with
the paintings.”

Curator Wayne Tunni-
cliffe, who put together the
John Russell retrospective

now showing at the Art Gal-
lery of NSW and also visited
Belle Ile for the film, says
Russell was born into the es-
tablishment, but lived his
life on the edge of the most
avant-garde art practices.
“He chose to live a very un-
conventional life.”

The documentary is showing on
ABC iview until November 30; for the
full story see wentwarthcourier. com.au
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DOUBLE BAY

OVER 250 PREMIUM STALLS - 30 OF SYDNEY'S BEST STREET FOOD YENDORS
DOUBLE BAY DOCTORS MAIN STAGE - TWO BUSKING STAGES
FIVE NEW LANEWAYS WITH ENTERTAINMENT ALL DAY

Proudly raising money for Rural Aid - Buy a Bale and Pound Paws
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Thank you Woollahra Council for your ongoing support

PROUD PARTNERS
_| _double bay
%6

tober 31, 2018

WCOEO1ZO1MA - V1



