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Jenny Sages (born 1933, Shanghai; arrived Australia 1948; lives in Sydney)

Jenny Sages’ understated paintings have a quiet, nuanced beauty. Her vision is abstract,
organic, poetic and intuitive rather than rational and representational. It is both intimate
and overarching, but never detached. Her abstraction is grounded in the small details of
organic life - the shapes, the tones and textures of vegetation, the desiccated skins of
animals, the weathered patina of abandoned things. Yet it is imbued also with a larger,
more ineffable dimension. This may have something to do with a poetics of immanence,
the apprehension of beauty and meaning that is encoded in the nature of things, and
connecting the organic, mortal universe.

Her paintings are testaments to her sense of connection with the natural environment
of the inland. For twenty four years from the mid 1980s until 2008 Sages made annual
sojourns with groups of women friends to walk the land and paint the landscape. Over

many years of trekking through the landscape of Central and Northern Australia she
developed lasting friendships with local indigenous people, and has gained a partial
insight into their traditional relationship with the land. Her approach to abstraction is not
imitative of Aboriginal art but there are affinities evident in her repetitive organic rhythms
and textures, and in the underlying allusions to nature as a well-spring of spiritual
understanding. Rosalie Gascoigne’s poetic assemblages of found, weathered things are
another influence that resonates through her work.

Sages makes each painting by following an intuitive process, never quite knowing

where she is going to end up. However she works within the parameters of an habitual
approach. In 1991 she wrote, ‘The creative process is a distillation of experiences which
in turn beget a concept which is converted into a visual image captured in material form.’
Starting with subtly textured, hand-made paper or with board, she applies encaustic, oils
and pigment, impressing the soft waxy surface with delicate linear traceries and scratchy
markings, into which she works earthy pigments. She eliminates nearly all but the most
subtle colour to allow the luminosity of the encaustic to emit a quiet, meditative presence.

Jenny Sages is a graduate of the Franklin School of Art, New York. She did not turn to art
full time until 1985, after a successful career as a freelance book and fashion illustrator.

In addition to her landscape paintings she is a highly regarded portrait artist. She has
exhibited frequently in the Archibald and Wynne Prize Exhibitions, winning the Wynne
Prize in 2005. She was awarded the Portia Geach Memorial Award for portraiture twice

in 1994 and 1992. Her work has been acquired for many public collections including the
National Portrait Gallery, Art Gallery of New South Wales, National Library of Australia and
State Library of New South Wales.

Margot Osborne
Curator and writer

Aot TN b

Calligraphy 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 30 x 30cm



Spinifex Country 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 108 x 120cm



After the Flood 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 100 x 75cm Grid 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 52 x 32cm




Underwater 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 30 x 30cm
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Just Testing 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 30 x 30cm
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Elements From The Past 2009 Encaustic and pigment on board 122 x 94cm

Rockpool 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 120 x 120cm
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Transmutation 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 60 x 40cm
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Eddie Don’t Shoot The Geese 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 61 x 43cm
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Roots 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 33 x 33cm
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What Ifs 7 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 24 x 18cm

What Ifs 8 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 26 x 16.5cm
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What Ifs 4 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 20 x 15cm
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What Ifs 3 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 20 x 15cm
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Prayer Mat for Cairo 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 30 x 30cm

Day After Day 2011
Encaustic and pigment on board 244 x 54cm
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What Ifs 5 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 18 x 11cm
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What Ifs 7 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 25 x 20.5cm
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What Ifs 2 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 37 x 13cm

What Ifs 6 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 16 x 12.5cm
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After The Dry Season 2011 Encaustic and pigment on board 162 x 140cm
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Red Seeds Are Poisonous 2011

Encaustic and pigment on board 91.5 x 22cm
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2010 Abstract Nature, Samstage Museum of Art, S.A.

Jenny Sages

Born
1933
1948

Study
1985-pres
1955-84
1956-57
1951-54
1950-51

Shanghai, China
Arrived in Australia

Full-time painting

Freelance illustrator books, fashion, travel articles for Vogue Australia and other magazines
John Olsen / Mary White School, Sydney

Graduate - Franklin School of Art, New York

East Sydney Technical College

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2010-13

2011
2008
2005
2004

2003
2001

2000

Paths to Portraiture [curated by Sarah Engeldow], National Portrait Gallery, Canberra;

Tweed River Regional Art Gallery, Murwillumbah, NSW; Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery, Toowoomba, Qld;

Artspace Madkay, Mackay, Qld; Burnie Regional Art Gallery, Burnie, Tas; Mosman Art Gallery, Sydney
Transience of Time King Street Gallery on William, Sydney, NSW
A Diary of My Days King Street Gallery on William
a process of walking king street gallery on burton, sydney
king street gallery at Span Gallery [with Salvatore Gerardi], Melbourne
Film Clips Chapman Gallery, Canberra, ACT
the daily act of living/just doing it king street gallery on burton
around here out there king street gallery on burton
My Children Have Gone to Toowoomba Chapman Gallery
Names and Being Chapman Gallery

Selected Group Exhibitions

2011
2010
2009-10
2009
2008

2007
2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney
Abstract Nature Samstag Gallery, Adelaide, SA

Idle Hours National Portrait Gallery, ACT

Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales

The Drawn Line King Street Gallery on William

Compositions King Street Gallery on William

Archibald Prize Art Gallery NSW, Sydney

Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales

afilla landscapes king street gallery on burton

Archibald Prize Art Gallery New South Wales

Doggett Street Studios with king street gallery Brisbane, QLD
Kedumba Drawing Prize Kedumba Gallery, Wentworth Falls, NSW
Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales

Wynne Prize Exhibition (Winner), Art Gallery of New South Wales
Mosman Art Prize Mosman Regional Gallery, Sydney

Tattersalls Landscape Prize Brisbane, QLD

Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales

Singular Visions Cowra Art Gallery, NSW

Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales

Wynne Prize Exhibition Art Gallery on New South Wales

The Fleurieu Prize for Landscape, S.A.

Ned Kelly Framed National Trust of Australia, SH Ervin, Sydney
64 years, king street gallery on burton

Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales

The Dobell Prize for Drawing Art Gallery of New South Wales
Acquisitions & Donations National Portrait Gallery, Canberra, ACT

Two Thirds Sky-artists in desert country Hazelhurst Regional Gallery & Arts Centre, NSW

last show of the year king street gallery on burton

A Century of Collecting Ilvan Dougherty Gallery, Sydney
Tattersalls Art Prize Tattersalls Club & Waterfron Place, Brisbane
New England Regional Art Museum, Armidale, NSW
Monochromatic king street gallery, sydney

views king street gallery

Works on Paper Prize Hazelhurst Regional Gallery & Arts Centre
Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales

Wynne Prize Exhibition Art Gallery of New South Wales

last show of the year king street gallery on burton

women and the landscape king street gallery

Archibald Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales

Kedumba Drawing Prize Kedumba Gallery, Wentworth Falls, NSW
last show of the year king street gallery on burton

Melbourne Art Fair 2000 king street galley at Royal Exhibition Buildings, Melbourne

Wynne Prize Exhibition Art Gallery of New South Wales
Redlands Westpac Invitational Art Prize Mosman Regional Gallery



Awards/Prizes Selected Bibliography

2006 Kedumba Drawing Award 2011 ‘Artists get their head around animal instincts,” SMH, p20
2005 Wynne Prize Art Gallery of New South Wales Tasker, Michael Winning Youngsters Look Magazine p16
Campbelltown Purchase Prize, Campbelitown Bicentennial City Art Gallery Wilson Elisabeth :Truth Seeker House and Garden Magazine Aug p75
1994 Work on paper, Warringah Art Prize, NSW 2010 Samstag Museum Exhibition catalogue; Abstract Nature, ‘Jenny Sages’ pp32-33
Mosman Art Prize, Mosman, NSW Rackman, Melinda: ‘Decoding datashperes: Abstract Nature at Samstag,” Art Monthly Australia,
The Portia Geach Memorial Award Dec 2010-Feb 2011, pp 46-49
1992 The Portia Geach Memorial Award Radok, Stephanie: ‘Abstract Nature,” Reviews-Artlink, Vol 30 No 4, Dec 10, p96
1991 Principal Acquisition-Bathurst Regional Art Gallery Watson, Bronwyn: ‘Public Works’, The Weekend Australian Review, Feb 20-21, p13
‘King Street Gallery on William’, A Guide to Australian Art and Galleries, 2010, jointly produced by Australian Consulate
Collections General in Shanghai Commercial Section & Shanghai International Culture Association, p182
Art Gallery New South Wales KPMG, Sydney 2009 McDonald, John: ‘The colours of Democracy,” Sydney Morning Herald, Mar 7-8, p19
Art Bank, Australia Avillion Hotels Christopher, Lissa: Open Gallery: The Drawn Line, Sydney Morning Herald Spectrum, Nov 28-29, p14
Bank of America Bathurst Regional Art Gallery, NSW 2008 Smee, Sebastian : Put on a happy Face, The Australian Feb 26 p16
Campbelltown City Bicentennial Art Gallery Coles Myer, Australia 2007 Smee, Sebastian: Famous Faces, Black Sheep, The Weekend Australian, Feb 24-25
Department of Transport, Canberra IBM, Australia McDonald, John: The Year of the awful, Sydney Morning Herald, Feb 24-25
Dresdner Australia Limited Gadens Ridgeway Collection Smee, Sebastian: The best of the rest actually the best, March 8
Labour Council of NSW National Portrait Gallery, Canberra McDonald, John: In a good year for bad paintings, judges play it safe, Sydney Morning Herald, March 3-4 p3
New South Wales State Library, Sydney Smorgon Collection, Australia Smee, Sebastian: Once again, judges leave a yawning gap, The Weekend Australian, Mar 3-4
NIDA, Sydney Mosman Council, Sydney Smee, Sebastian: Vanity Fair, The Weekend Australian Review, Mar 3-4 p 18-19
National Library of Australia, Canberra Macquarie Bank Collection McCulloch Susan: Encyclopedia of Australian, Art p
The McDonalds Australia Collection Trust Company of Australia Obrien, Sean: Ways of Walking Country, Radio feature on ABC RN Radio National May 12
University of New England, NSW Warringah Council, NSW 2006 Grishin, Sasha: The Quiet Achiever, Australian Art Review, Iss 9, Nov 2005-Feb 2006, pp52-54
Colonial First State Property Ltd Northern Territory Museum and Art Gallery McDonald, John: It’s like a sausage factory, The Sydney Morning Herald, April 1-2 p28- 29
Manly Regional Gallery Montifiore Collection Fox, Angie: Archibald finalist hopes for sweet 16, The Jewish News, March 24
Kedumba Drawing Collection Hawkesbury Regional Gallery, NSW 2005 Simmonds, Diana: Landscape meditation, The Sunday Telegraph, Nov 27, p10
Queensland Art Gallery Tweed River Art Gallery, Qld Heathwood, Gail: Utopia and Beyond [on the road with Jenny Sages], LOOK Magazine-AGNSW, Aug, pp28-31
Gallery of Modern Art,Qld Higson, Rosalie: Portraiture gives pollies the brush, Arts-The Australian, Apr 22, p18
Gallery of Modern Art,Qld Elliott, Simon: True Stories, Portrait- Issue16, National Portrait Gallery Magazine, p20

Fortescue, Elisabeth: That Utopian Ideal, The Daily Telegraph, May 27, p86
Grishin, Sasha The Quiet Achiever, Australian Art Review Mag. Nov.05
McDonald, John: Frame and fortune, Spectrum-Sydney Morning Herald, Apr 16-17, pp8-10
Price, Sarah: Princess Mary portrait a ‘classic’, The Sun Herald, Oct 9
Gal, Jacqui: Wynne’s winner: Jewish artist with Aboriginal heart, The Australian Jewish News, May 6
2004 McDonald, John: Mystique In love with Archibald, The Australian Financial Review, Apr 1, p22
Grishin, Sasha: the circus is back in town, Arts Entertainment-Canberra Sunday Times, Apr 4, p24
Portrait of a hero hits all the right buttons, Arts Express-The Sunday Telegraph, Mar 28, p113
Verghis, Sharon: Face of a thousand generations takes out Archibald Prize, Sydney Morning Herald, Mar 27-28, p3
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2003

2002

2001

2000

James, Bruce: Bets of three of a kind, or the dealer, Sydney Morning Herald, Mar 14, p16

A feast of beauty and colours, The Sunday Telegraph, Mar 30, p115

McCulloch, Susan: Unmoved by a show of no personality, The Weekend Australian, Mar 22-23, p1

Stern, Richard: Sage’s passion makes the bush come alive, The Australian Jewish News, Aug 15, p19

Ann Low, Lenny: The Daily Act of Living, Just the Doing of It, The Sydney Morning Herald, Aug 23-24
Dutkiewicz, Adam: Winning scene-The Fleurieu Biennale 2002, South Australian Times, Nov 24

Knight, Darren & Low, Lenny Ann: Tips to keep you in the picture, Metro-Sydney Morning Herald, May 30, p14
Lumby, Carrie: Two Kings, Australian Art Collector, Issue 19, Jan-Mar, p62

McDonald, John: Sand and Sun — Interpreting the desert on canvas, The Australian Financial Review, June 13
Lum, Maria: The Artistry of Portraiture, Artist’s Palette, No 14, pp8-13

Lum, Maria: Inland Encounters, Artist’s Palette, No 15, pp18-21

James, Bruce: Confounding the critics, Spectrum-Sydney Morning Herald, Mar 31, p12

Genocchio, Ben: Never Mind the Quality, Spot the Archibald Celebrities, The Aust. Mar 18

Szczepaniak, Alejandra: A Sage View, LOOK Magazine, Art Gallery Society of NSW, Mar, p38

McDonald, John & Knight, Darren: Framed, and They’ve got Form Too, Metro-Sydney Morning Herald, Mar 15, p13
Sexton, Jennifer: Archibald bell tolls at last for artist...by a nose, The Weekend Australian, Mar 17

James, Bruce: Archie’s Sea Change, Spectrum-Sydney Morning Herald, Mar 25, p12s

Auty, Giles: Archibald choice a bit rich, The Weekend Australian, Mar 18-19, p5

Hallett, Bryce: A portrait of the artist as a happy man, Sydney Morning Herald, Mar 18

Smee, Sebastian: Review, Metro-The Sydney Morning Herald, Mar 17, p25

Prized Portraits, The Australian Way, Qantas, May, p80

Full CV available on www.kingstreetgallery.com.au
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