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Family Group at Alice
2015, acrylic on canvas, 79x137cm 5



Icarus and the Black Cloud I, 1987, pastel on paper, 56x76cm

A Eulogy for Guy Warren
Glenn Barkley

This text is adapted from a eulogy delivered at the funeral
of Guy Warren on Tuesday 25 June, 2024, published with
kind permission from Glenn Barkley.

| want to thank Paul and Joanna. Losing someone with
such an enormous almost mythical presence is hard,
but losing a dad is harder still.

When | talk about Guy Warren | can't help lapsing into
something that is one part memoir and one part myth.
Guiding a course between these two things is always
difficult and | feel that | am more than a detached observer.

| first met Guy when | was 25 years old. A kid. | knew

| wanted a life in art but wasn’t sure what that might mean.
Lisa Havilah and | had started an art space in Wollongong
called ‘project’. | distinctly remember seeing Guy for
the first time, standing at the top of the steps looking
down into the gallery, too anxious to speak to him, and |
think he bought some work from us for the University of
Wollongong Art Collection.

| started actually working with Guy in 1995. Guy was then a
sprightly 74. Thanks to Guy’s encouragement and support,

and his great friendship with Gerard Sutton the University
Vice Chancellor, my role at the University of Wollongong
grew from one, to three, and eventually to 5 days, my title
changing from technician to curator along the way.

Guy had a charming way with people — he was probably
the only person working at a contemporary university who
could get away with calling someone “honey”. He would
walk away from meetings asking me “who was that?” after
they had told him how big an influence Guy had been —
but he would wing it beautifully, giving everyone time and
a share of his charm.

When | started working at the Museum of Contemporary Art,
| took Guy around the galleries - something which | was
immensely proud to do knowing how he was a part of
my success, although always ready to be pulled up on
something usually some grammatical error or spelling
mistake, | did tell Guy how much he meant to me as a
curator and as a person.

I’'m glad I told him that — if you can walk away today and
think about the people like that in your life let them know.
You don’t know when the opportunity will come again.



River series 3A, 2008, watercolour on paper, 56x76cm

He took a chance on me and maybe he could see some
potential. If he hadn’t supported me those years | worked
with him in Wollongong, chances are | wouldn’t have become
a curator or even an artist now — maybe that was what |
desired even if | didn’t know that. Perhaps Guy knew it?

| was blessed to have the guidance of someone who didn'’t
really care about art world hierarchies — someone who had
had such a long career in the art world that he felt free and
comfortable enough to say and believe in whatever he wanted.

He was an admirer of craft — then a kind of taboo subject -

| think thanks to Joy Warren and her work and advocacy for
craft. He, and they, saw the worlds of art and craft co-existing
in a way that | too find desirable.

Artists make the worst kind of curators if you are worried
about conservation. | distinctly remember going to see a
Tony Tuckson show in a public museum and having to stop
Guy tapping the paintings with the back of his hand.

But you know you learn as much from the tips of your
fingers when you look at art as you do with your eyes or
your brain. Guy was, | think, a real believer in that and |
know that | am. You can learn a lot from tapping a painting
inappropriately with the back of your hand. You can even
convince yourself that its real.

I think Guy’s legacy as an artist will take longer to become
apparent. His was such a big life that it is hard right now to
see it with any clarity.

Guy’s practice over the decades has been marked by its
insistence of returning to the landscape. It was a never
ending subject that he constantly renewed and the motif
of water and the river, its constant pulsing surges, move
continuously through his work.

| have a feeling Guy’s work is about immersion rather than
accuracy, a general mood rather than anything specific.

It is only through this kind of immersion that a tree-fern can
transform into a figure and a patch of bush can be turned
into a quick whiplash shorthand of marks generated from the
wrist and eye. When you carry that landscape in your head

it merges with all the other images you carry too and what
emerges, if you let it, is something biographical and unique.

In 1939, Guy, his brother and two friends journeyed down
the Shoalhaven River in a canoe. The Shoalhaven River
was a place to which he always returned. In Guy’s work
there is a constant reference to the mercurial qualities

of water — always changing, reflecting and shimmering,
sometimes darkly opaque and steely; at others translucent
and gauzelike with endless metaphorical potential.

The Greek Philosopher Heraclites proposed, ‘Ever-newer
waters flow on those who step into the same rivers’. It's a
reminder that life, human life, is in constant change. But in the
deep time of a river constantly changing we, in comparison,
stay the same.

Glenn Barkley,
Tuesday 25 June, 2024



Guy Warren’s studio
Photograph courtesy Riste Andrievski




River and Waterholes, 2007, watercolour on paper, 56x76cm
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Conversations with Alice The Settlers Family
2014, acrylic on canvas, 92x122cm

&




Track through the Scrub, 2005, ink and watercolour on paper, 38x57¢cm
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Track through the Bush, 2021, watercolour on paper, 56x76¢cm



Conversations with Alice from Above
2014, acrylic on canvas, 92x122cm
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Bridal Party at the Hill, 2015, acrylic on canvas, 60x60cm

Bridal Party, 2015, acrylic on canvas, 70x80cm
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Near Tibooburra Crossing a Salt Pan Early Evening, 2006, watercolour on paper, 56x76¢cm
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Untitled [D098], 1985, pastel on paper, 56x76cm
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Untitled [W113], 1988, acrylic on paper, 76x56cm
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Song for the Bride, 1987, pastel on paper, 56x76¢cm
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Untitled [047], circa 2010s, ink and watercolour on paper, 39x57cm

Untitled [049], 2017, watercolour on paper, 56x76¢cm
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Guy Warren in his Greenwich studio, 1960s
Photograph courtesy Jill Crossley
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